
ESMC SPRING 2021 RECAP
This spring, we increased our efforts and did a re-
organization and strengthening of the Executive team, 
which have resulted in increased activity, both 
internally in our workgroups, but also externally with 
several new publications and statements committed 
and communicated. All changes were made with our 
core purpose in mind, to improve the conditions for our 
members, present within the European PV manu-
facturing landscape.
Dr. Johan Lindahl was elected Secretary General in 
March and short thereafter, the team was further 
strengthened with the Policy Director Žygimantas 
Vaičiūnas and Amelia Oller Westerberg as a Market 
Analyst. In the last board meeting, the work of this 
spring was evaluated and the board decided to prolong 
the contract of all three.

In the following summary, this year's activity will be 
presented, along with references on where to find the 
full documentation on the different topics.

In addition to our long-term strategic goals, this 
spring's work has mainly been focused on the 
European Union’s Recovery and Resilience 
Facility, EcoDesign and Energy Labelling and an 
IPCEI for solar PV manufacturing. All our 
members are strongly encouraged to share our 
statements and press releases within your 
respective communities and to your government 
representatives.

To strengthen our inter-
organizational communication, 
we have introduced a Monthly 
Recap, where we will summarize 
the news of the European PV 
Industry, ESMC's activities and 
information about events. 

This issue will, however, 
summarize our 2021 activities so 
far. 
Please, see this communique as 
an invitation to interact with 
ESMC team and board and 
influence our further work.

FOLLOW ALONG WITH US
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OFFICIAL MEETINGS SINCE THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1 April

Date

7 June

Michael Bloss

Meeting

Jacup Dalunde

Ditte Joergensen

Anton Muyldermans

Rosalinde van der Vlies

Arno Gattinger

Theresia Vogel

Title Meeting topic

Member of the 
European Parliament

Member of the 
European Parliament

Director General of 
DG Energy

Cabinet Secretary of 
State of Belgium for 
Recovery and 
Investments strategic, 
in charge of scientific 
policy

Director of Directorate 
C "Clean Planet", DG 
Research & 
Innovation

Austrian federal 
Ministry of 
Climate Action

Director of the 
Austrian Climate and 
energy fund

Political framework for the support of 
PV manufacturing.

Political framework for the support of 
PV manufacturing and the 
arrangement of a special event for 
PV manufacturing in the European 
Parliament.

PV manufacturing inclusion in RRF 
and RRP - role of the European 
Commission and the need for a 
comprehensive EU solar strategy 
with the inclusion of PV 
manufacturing.

PV manufacturing inclusion in the
Belgian RRP and Belgium’s 
competitive advantages in PV 
manufacturing. 

ESMC goals and targets.
The need for a horizontal approach of 
the European Commission and the 
forthcoming Horizon Europe Work 
programme 2021-2022.

PV manufacturing inclusion in the 
Austrian RRP, and a possible 
Austrian interest in an IPCEI.

Contact us

If you have any additions to the 
Monthly Recap or if want an 
invitation to any of our working 
groups, feel free to contact our 
Secretary General Dr. Johan 
Lindahl: 

lindahl@esmc.solar

Lastly: A message 
from our partner
EU PVSEC 2021
Join PV experts from around the globe and 
attend the EU PVSEC, the world's leading forum 
for PV Research and Development and the 
biggest Conference on PV Solar Energy 
worldwide.

This year, the EU PVSEC will be held fully virtual 
from 6 – 10 September 2021, allowing all inter-
national participants to follow a carefully 
crafted programme, consisting of almost 900 
top-level presentations, with just one click.
If you haven’t secured your ticket yet, do so 
quickly!
The Early Bird deadline ends on 30 June 2021. 
Benefit from the highly reduced prices as long 
as they are available. And if you register 
together in a group starting as little as 5 
persons, you can get a group booking discount 
on top!
Sounds good?

Get your Early Bird ticket now!
Join us as the EU PVSEC and connect to the 
global PV community!
See you in September!
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General strategy of ESMC
ESMC has formulated a general strategy with market analyses, 
information and concrete focus areas. To achieve the goals in 
the strategy, ESMC envisions a set of policies and regulations 
aiming at developing the PV market and the massive re-
development of all segments of the PV value chain in Europe. 
This industry will feed the expected massive development of PV 
installations, both in Europe and globally.

EU Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF)
The combination of European Green Deal targets, a 
post-Covid-19 environment and the EU Recovery and Resilience 
Facility (RRF) creates unique opportunities for Europe to 
strengthen and restore the PV value chain and manufacturing 
industry. This was summarized in a policy statement. 
ESMC is engaged in dialogues with both the European 
Commission about the general RRF framework, and key Member 
States, about their national Recovery and Resilience Plans 
(RRP). ESMC has also evaluated and summarized the submitted 
plans in a statement alerting the Member States not to miss out 
on the opportunity to attract investments in the PV value chain 
in their country. The further actions while communicating with 
the Member States will be delivered after the European 
Commission endorsement and European Council approval of the 
RRPs to empower the potential of RRPs for the benefits of PV 
manufacturing in the EU.

EcoDesign & Energy Labelling
A mandatory Eco-Design for PV modules and inverters and 
Energy Labelling for PV systems, in addition to voluntary 
Eco-Label and Green Public Procurement is considered by the 
European Commission. ESMC is following the development and 
supports the European Commission with expert input in the 
process of drafting the legislative texts. ESMC initiated a Joint 
Mission Group under ETIP-PV, which in turn produced an expert 
input paper. 

The activity
in Spring 2021 has 
been focused around 
the EU Recovery and 
Resilience Facility, 
EcoDesign and an 
IPCEI 
for Solar PV 
manufacturing.

Important Projects of Common 
European Interest (IPCEI)
The Treaty on the Functioning of the 
European Union provides for the 
possibility of approving state aid for 
‘Important Projects of Common 
European Interest’ (IPCEI). One of 
ESMCs long term goals is to create 
an IPCEI for PV manufacturing and 
some preparational actions are 
being taken to investigate the 
potential framework for the IPCEI 
and further actions to be followed. 
A one-pager has been publicated, 
summarizing the benefits for 
participating Member States.

Stefano Grassi ESMC goals and targets and the need 
and actions for the comprehensive 
and supportive EU approach to PV 
manufacturing.

Head of the Cabinet of 
Kadri Simson, 
Member of the 
European Commission 
responsible for energy

26 March

7 April

23 April

6 May

22 June

NEW MEMBERS SINCE THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

ECM GREENTECH

GIGA PV

LUXCHEMTECH GMBH

MERSEN DEUTSCHLAND HOLDING GMBH & CO KG

MIDSUMMER AB

https://esmc.solar/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-solar-manufacturing-council/?viewAsMember=true
https://twitter.com/solarcouncil
https://www.esmc.solar/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Strategic-Perspectives-for-European-Solar-PV-Manufacturing-%E2%80%94-2021.pdf
https://www.esmc.solar/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/ETIP-PV-Report-expert-input-paper-FINAL.pdf
mailto:lindahl@esmc.solar
https://www.esmc.solar/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/IPCEI-on-Solar-PV-benefits-for-participants.pdf
https://esmc.solar/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Solar-Manufacturing-Renaissance-in-Europe-%E2%80%93-Appeal-for-RRF-Commitment.pdf
https://esmc.solar/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/ESMC-alerts-the-MS-and-EC-not-to-lose-the-PV-manufacturing-opportunities-in-Europe.pdf
https://www.photovoltaic-conference.com/participation/registration.html?mtm_campaign=socialmedia-registration
https://www.photovoltaic-conference.com/participation/registration.html?mtm_campaign=socialmedia-registration
https://www.photovoltaic-conference.com/participation/registration.html?mtm_campaign=socialmedia-registration



